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tradition  |



Wine Cellars made in EARTH in 
Castroponce, Valladolid, Spain. Cave 
dwellings in Aguilar de Campos, 
Valladolid, Spain |
These wineries are located in the area of the today 
disappeared castle of Castroponce.



Villages built with EARTH, Villalón de 
Campos, Villavicencio de los Caballeros, 
Valladolid, Spain |



Dovecotes, pigeon houses made with 
EARTH, in Cuenca de Campos, 
Valladolid, Spain |



Flour factory “los Ojitos”, in San Pedro 
de Latarce, Valladolid, Spain |



constructive techniques |



Adobe Brick

Buildings grouping in 
Almaza,  León

House and warehouse, 
Almaza, León



Rammed Wall

Cultural Centre. Columbia. Canada | 
2008
Hotson Bakker Boniface Haden



CEB | Compressed Earth Block
BOX BOX HOUSE. Marfa, Texas



Mixed system

Lattice wood and adobe, 
ware house, Valero, 
SalamancaSalamanca

House in San Bartolomé 
de Béjar, Ávila



Mixed system
Raws of adobe brick and 
burnt brick

Brick piers and mux boxes
Flour factory in Tamariz de Campos, Valladolid.



Why is the EARTH sustainable? |



Earth is an innocuous 
material It is completely 
recyclable |
Easy to obtain locally, it is a cheap 
resource, earthquake resistant 
construction.



innovation  |



Heated swimming pool in Toro, Zamora, 
Spain | 2006
Enrique Ontelo, Antonio Raya, Cristóbal Crespo and 
Santiago Sánchez.



Wine company Telmo Rodríguez 
Lanciego, Álava, Spain | 2007
Diego Garteiz and Paul BassañezDiego Garteiz and Paul Bassañez



Wine cellar Herdade do Rocim, Cuba, 
Portugal | 2007

Carlos Vitorino



The Headlight. Expo Zaragoza, 
Citizen Initiative Pavilion, Spain | 
2008

Ricardo Higueras in collaboration with 
Iñaki Urquía



Cultural Centre. Columbia. Canada | 
2008

Hotson Bakker Boniface Haden



The Adobe Repository for Buddha Statue, 
Toyoura-Gun, Yamaguchi Prefecture, Japan | 
2001-2002

Kengo Kuma and Associates



Chapel of Reconciliation, Berlin, 
Germany | 2000

Reitermann+Sassenroth



Youth Centre at Spandau, Berlin, 
Germany | 2005

Ask Architects, Hermann Scheidt



Charles Sturt University at Thurgoona, 
New South Wales, Australia | 2005

Terry Wright Riverina Rammed Earth 
Constructions, Table Top, NSW.



EARTH construction difficulties |



Little industrialization | 

AECT compressed earth block machine, 5000 
series
Adobe drying
There is no industrialization in the adobe or BTC 
area



Inadequate legislation |

The new legislation in Spain 2009, based on the 
brick legislation, is not well developed
UNE BTC
AENOR. Earth Construction. 



The EARTH as a building material is 
associated with poverty | 

Fashion does not include the EARTH as a building 
material for new constructions
The EARTH  is also a rather unkown material. 



TIERRA group |
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